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Bearing Fruit for Jesus 

How does your life reflect that you are a follower of Jesus Christ? 

 Bearing Fruit for JesusBearing Fruit for JesusBearing Fruit for JesusBearing Fruit for Jesus                        ----Tabitha RudolphTabitha RudolphTabitha RudolphTabitha Rudolph    

At times I can be very critical of myself when it comes to reflecting on how my life bears fruit.  This way of 

thinking has certainly not proved to be productive but, on the contrary, rather destructive.  How easy it is 

to look at others and determine that they are far greater servants in Jesus’ name than I will ever be.  The 

truth is, though, that we are each called at different times and in different circumstances to represent 

Christ to others.  Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” 

We are what he has made us and good works are part of the plan.  Yes, there is a plan, and thankfully it is 

not my plan.  When I embrace this message, which is not as often as I should, bearing fruit for Jesus be-

comes a whole lot easier.  For some time now, I have been blessed to be a member of the Ridder Group 

here at our church (please, ask me about this).  We have been working on personal transformation through 

a model known as the Mental Model of Discipleship.  One aspect of that model, termed reflective living, 

encourages transformation through dedication to many of the same disciplines that Christ modeled on 

Earth, including prayer and scripture.  Yes, these go without saying, but one simple thought continually 

surfaced in my reflections on Christ’s days here on Earth.  I am often taken back to the stories of Jesus din-

ing with tax collectors and sinners, and even more powerful, his great love and mercy for the woman 

caught in the act of adultery.  Again, not rocket science, but through these reflections, I have come to a 

very deep understanding that what is most important in a life that is to bear fruit is the call to just love peo-

ple where ever they happen to be.  

Going hand in hand with this truth is an absolute understanding that it is not of my will, but rather Christ 

is the one doing the work.  He’s the one that changes hearts, not the words that happen to come out of my 

mouth.  So, whether it is in our relationships at work, at home, or in our neighborhood, we need just  to be 

ready to respond to that call and love those around us as Jesus so loved us.  

How has this looked in my life?  Simple.  I take my children to Wednesday night activities at the church.  



When their friends express an interest, I pick them up and take them as well.  Then amazing things start to 

happen.  More friends become interested.  And in an overwhelming flood of emotion, I see the testimony of 

one of the friends at the Easter Service – Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who is against us”?  All I did was take 

my kids to Wednesday night activities.  Simple.  

 

Bearing Fruit             -Tennille Dhaseleer 

 “You don’t get wormy apples off a healthy tree, nor good apples off a diseased tree.  The health of the apple 
tells the health of the tree.  You must begin with your own life-giving lives.  It’s who you are, not what you say 
and do, that counts.  Your true being brims over into true words and deeds.”- Luke 6:43-45, The Message 

I covet another person’s material possessions.  Wormy apple. 

I have spent time listening to God and have complete peace about my husband’s up-coming trip overseas.  Good 
apple. 

I cry as I leave my five year old at the bus stop because I feel like she is my child and I need to protect her.  
Wormy apple. 

I rejoice in my Lord after I take time to listen to him and realize that my children are His, and He is their protec-
tor.  They are only on loan to me to love for a short while.  Good apple. 

I say mean things.  Wormy apple.  I pray with my kids.  Good apple.  I act without consulting God.  Wormy ap-
ple.  I serve others.  Good apple.  I am impatient.  Wormy apple. 

In His word, God allows us to witness both wormy apples and good apples.  Saul and David were both ap-
pointed by God to be king over Israel.  The story starts when Israel sees that other people have kings and they 
want one too.  God desires to be their king, but Israel demands a human leader.  So God gives in and anoints 
Saul. 

Saul starts out on the right track; seeking God’s direction, giving Him the credit, looking to God for approval 
and patiently waiting for God to lead.  It seems that he is bearing good fruit.  But then Saul goes his own direc-
tion and does not carry out God’s orders.  He takes the credit for himself, looks for approval from others, and 
gets impatient with God.  His good apples have turned to wormy apples.  God saw this bad fruit and, “was 
grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.” (1 Samuel 15:35b, The Message)  Saul continues to relish sin, and 
his life becomes diseased with anger, jealousy, and self-interest.  

Enter David.  God anoints David to be king over Israel.  This time, David continually looks to God for His di-
rection and leading.  David gives God the credit, waits patiently for His leading, and only looks for approval 
from God.  David’s life is a healthy tree that bears good fruit. Along the way, David makes several sinful 
choices—even including adultery and murder. These sins are not pleasing to God, but David’s broken heart was. 
When David realizes his sin, he weeps over it, confesses, repents, and turns back to God. God forgives him, re-
moves the sin, and allows his tree to produce healthy apples again. 

When reflecting on these two Biblical figures, I am led to think about my own life and the health of my tree. 
How are the apples in my life?  Are they wormy or good?  When I look at the fruit I am bearing, I see both 
wormy and good apples. I have to ask myself if I am continuing to make my tree healthier so that it can bear 

good fruit.  And, I have to ask whether I am quick to confess my sin and repent when those bad, wormy apples 
appear.  Do I allow myself  to get diseased by sin so that I bear wormy fruit? 

When you look at your own life, at your own tree, what do you see?  How is your fruit? 

 



EVENT: Northern Michigan Chorale Concert 

The annual spring "Northern Michigan Chorale Concert" is this coming weekend!  "Morning Has Broken" performances are 

Friday, May 7th at 7:30 p.m and Sunday, May 9 at 3:30 p.m located at  John M. Hall Auditorium in Bay View, Petoskey.  Tick-

ets may be purchased at the door and cost $10.00 for adults and $7.00 for 18 years old and younger.   The Chorale is pre-

senting a sacred concert this spring, including superior arrangements of such great hymns as Christ the Lord Is Risen To-

day, How Firm a Foundation, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, Blessed Assurance, and several more well known and 

inspiring hymns.   The Chorale is directed by Peter Sims, one of northern Michigan's finest musicians, and is accompanied 

by Peter Sims and Michelle Mitchum on piano.  Chorale singers are from northern Michigan with ten people from Charle-

voix singing this spring including those from CRC: Loisann Jesiek, Sally Bales, and Cindy Mansen.   If you enjoy the great 

hymns of the church you won't want to miss this awe-inspring concert.  

Family Fun Night at 

Oden State Fish Hatchery 

Saturday, June 12th  

5-7 pm 
 

How many of you have lived in Northern Michigan for years, and have never visited the  

Oden State Fish Hatchery? Now is your chance! 

Come join us for a fun night out with your family at 

Brandon and Emmy Glass’ house. 

 

Brandon is planning a walking tour of the fish hatchery, 

learn about the life cycle of rainbow and brown trout.  

(this will be an easy walk on paved roads) 

 

View and feed trout at ponds on the hatchery property,  

walk the nature trail. 

(optional walk, about a ½ mile) 

 

Roast hotdogs and s’mores over a campfire,  

enjoy a time of fellowship. 

 

More details to follow  



Small Group Ministry 

Is it time to get connected with others?  A small 

group can be a great way to connect with people 

and God—A great way to build friendships and 

support—A great way to experience God’s love 

and grace—A great way to grow in many areas of 

your life.  There are sign-up cards at the Kiosk or 

talk to Doug & Sue Bouwense, Dick & Pam Swenor, 

or Jan Boss (547-9482). 

• John Auffant 

• Jack Balchik 

• Gerald Boss 

• Lawrence Boss 

• Marsha Cravens 

• Betty Day 

• Desire Hanson 

• Fran Hurd 

• Mary Karafa 

• Maria Miller 

• Betty Potter 

• Beverly Robinson 

• Max & Sam Trimper 

• Theda Williams  

 Beginning June 6th, 

worship times will be as 

follows—8:00am, 

9:30am, and 11:00am.  

Nursery will be available 

during the 9:30am and 

11:00am services. 

Please continue to lift the following people in prayer: 



BEARING FRUIT FOR JESUS:  ABIDING IN HIM  

  -Richard May 
 

Day by day bearing fruit for Jesus involves abiding in him.  John 15: 4 says, “Abide in me and I 

in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, 

except you abide in me.”  I find that abiding in Him involves listening to the Holy Spirit.  Gala-

tians 5:22,23 says that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.  I have found that the impact of that message is about 

a deep caring for people—people that God places on my heart and all the people I see every 

day.   For me that has become a burden for those struggling in the third world.  For the past 

thirteen years we have worked in either Haiti or Guatemala.  I have found that when I work 

there my heart turns into tears.   As I get closer to re-

tirement age, one of the focuses of our prayers has be-

come, “Lord do you want us to work overseas and if so 

where”? 

 

As a judge I interact with hundreds of people every 

week.  Those peoples’ lives are usually in crises for a 

variety of reasons.  I usually see that either a person’s 

choices and judgment, or circumstances, have devas-

tated their lives.   The goal each day “in bearing fruit” first involves listening and, hopefully, 

then providing the right direction and resources to change lives.  As Jesus says in Matthew 

25:40, when we care for the least of our brothers, we are doing it unto Him.  Balancing justice 

and mercy is always the goal.  A defendant recently said to me, “Thanks for not giving up on 

me.”  The joy comes when a former defendant approaches me on the street or in the store and 

says, “Thanks, I’ve turned my life around.”  The goal each day is to remember to look into a 

person’s eyes and say, in my heart, that “I care about them.”   



MIDMIDMIDMID----DAY BOOK BREAKDAY BOOK BREAKDAY BOOK BREAKDAY BOOK BREAK    

Discussion of:  Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller 

Led by:  Kathy Martinchek and Theda Williams 

Place:  Community Reformed Church 

Date and Time:  Thursday, May 20 (12:00-1:00) 

Bring your own lunch. 

 

BOOK REVIEW: “Blue Like Jazz” by Donald MillerBOOK REVIEW: “Blue Like Jazz” by Donald MillerBOOK REVIEW: “Blue Like Jazz” by Donald MillerBOOK REVIEW: “Blue Like Jazz” by Donald Miller    

The May book club selection is, “Blue Like Jazz: Nonreligious Thoughts on Chris-

tian Spirituality” by Donald Miller.   

“I never like jazz music because jazz music doesn’t resolve.  But I was outside the 

Bagdad Theater in Portland one night when I saw a man playing the saxophone.  I 

stood there for fifteen minutes, and he never opened his eyes. 

After that I liked jazz music. 

Sometimes you have to watch somebody love something before you can love it 

yourself.  It is as if they were showing you the way. 

I used to not like God because God didn’t resolve.  But that was before any of this 

happened.” 

This is the second book by Donald Miller, and in it he explores his growing under-

standing of God and Jesus through various essays.  The book is autobiographical and 

centers around experiences that the author and his friends had while auditing 

classes at a very secular college in Oregon.  Through these surroundings, questions 

of faith were raised and creatively discussed. 

Donald Miller has a very conversational style of writing with a very wide appeal. 

             —Submitted by Theda Williams 



Global Outreach Team InformationGlobal Outreach Team InformationGlobal Outreach Team InformationGlobal Outreach Team Information    

Mission OpportunitiesMission OpportunitiesMission OpportunitiesMission Opportunities    

SWAZILANDSWAZILANDSWAZILANDSWAZILAND: Heart for Africa offers several different ways that you can participate in Swa-

ziland’s national holiday Litsemba 

A) The Litsemba Team —This team will serve at a local church in Swaziland to facilitate a 

Vacation Bible School.  Travel dates are July 15 to July 25.  Funding for this trip has al-

ready started, so you will have to see if space is still available. 

B) The Litsemba Medical Mission Team — This team will consist of medical doctors, den-

tists, nurses, and support personnel that will conduct medical clinics in rural villages.  

See the poster in the church for more information on this team or talk to Dr. Ron Van-

denBrink 

C) The Litsemba Follow Up Team — This team will work with the churches that have 

partnered with Heart for Africa, accessing their needs.  Travel dates July 26 to August 

5.  

  

 

 

 

Please pray for this enormous outreach.Please pray for this enormous outreach.Please pray for this enormous outreach.Please pray for this enormous outreach.    

    

    

HAITIHAITIHAITIHAITI: Richard and Janet May will be returning to Haiti in the late summer or early fall to 

assist Pastor Jean Frerer’s Shabach Ministries International rebuild after devastating earth-

quakes.  Information on this mission will be posted as plans evolve. 

 

 



Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:    

• Lew and Karen Campbell, 50th anniversary on April 2 

• Eldon and Anah Potter, 62nd anniversary on April 8 

• Lawrence and Jeanette Boss, 65th anniversary on April 14 

 

 

Congratulations and Blessings to:Congratulations and Blessings to:Congratulations and Blessings to:Congratulations and Blessings to:    

• Brian and Carrie Titus on the baptism of their son, Kalen 

• Andrew and Mary Grace Otis on the birth of their son, Owen Koichi. Grandparents, 

David and June Otis. 

• Tino and Juli Tripicchio on the birth of their son, Jonah Daniel.  Grandparents, Dick and 

Pam Swenor. 

• Spencer and Jenni Bryan on the birth of their daughter, Ilah Peace.  Grandparents, Dick 

and Pam Swenor & Greg and Brenda Bryan. 

• Brian and Mabel Carson (and family) on their adopted daughter, Merette  

• Jan Rieth-Merrill on passing her exam.  Jan is now a CMMT (Certified Medical Massage 

Therapist) 

 

Sympathy and Prayers to:Sympathy and Prayers to:Sympathy and Prayers to:Sympathy and Prayers to:    

• Brian and Marla Certa and family on the loss of Marla’s sister, Manda Colbeck 

• Karen Bakker and family on the passing of Karen’s husband, Jeff 

• Vic and Kathy Martinchek on the passing of Vic’s brother 

• Susan Henderson and family on the loss of Susan’s sister, Mary Henderson 

• Jeff and Pat Ricks and family on the passing of Jeff’s mother, Ruth Ricks 

 



YOUTH CORNER 

 Junior High 

The Junior High will be hosting pancake breakfasts on the following dates: May 

9th, May 23rd, and June 13th.  We will be raising money for an upcoming trip to 

Timber Wolf camp in June. Please join us for breakfast to help with the cost of 

camp! 

 

Summer Junior High Schedule: Our last regular meeting 

before summer for the Junior High is May 30th.  During the 

summer we will begin to meet in guy’s and girl’s groups. Look 

for more info to come in regards to your small group! 

  

          

Senior High 

Our annual Canada trip is scheduled for August 12th-15th. This 

trip is sure to be a highlight of summer and one not to miss. 

The cost for the trip is $50. Make sure to put this on your 

calendar. 

 

Summer Senior High Schedule: Our last regular meeting before summer for the 

Junior High is May 16th. During the summer we will begin to meet in guy’s and girl’s 

groups. Look for more info to come in regards to your small group! 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PROGRAMS: 

STARTING  SUNDAY – JUNE 6 

Nursery will be available for the 9:30 and 11:00 services 

There is NO Sunday School during the summer June – July – August 

Kids Own Worship is offered for children ages 4 to 2nd  grade during the 9:30 service for the months of June-July and 

August. 

Kids Own Worship is a curriculum full of fun ways to teach kids God’s messages. Each week the kids learn the bible 

story and messages through song, a puppet skit, games, a craft, or activity.  

Here is how everyone can help: 

13 Leaders are needed for the  K.O.W. program. Sign–up for ONE Sunday this summer and have fun worshiping with 

KIDS!!! There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway by the children’s ministry wing. Pick up a packet of the lesson material 

with the corresponding date you signed up for. All materials and supplies will be available for you in the classroom on 

your teaching day. 

 

 

Egypt: Kid tested, Mummy-approved! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Topic: EGYPT- Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace, with special Bible points and stories that GOD gives us 

HOPE 

GOD gives us SPECIAL ABILITIES GOD gives us SPECIAL ABILITIES GOD gives us SPECIAL ABILITIES GOD gives us SPECIAL ABILITIES ----    GOD gives us WISDOM GOD gives us WISDOM GOD gives us WISDOM GOD gives us WISDOM ----    GOD gives us FORGIVENESS GOD gives us FORGIVENESS GOD gives us FORGIVENESS GOD gives us FORGIVENESS ----    GOD gives us a FAMILYGOD gives us a FAMILYGOD gives us a FAMILYGOD gives us a FAMILY    

Location: Castle Farms – Charlevoix 
Date: June 21-25  
Time: 6:30pm to 8:00pm (The first night begins at 6:00pm) 
Ages: Kids 4 years of age to 6th grade 
Pre-Registration: Saturday June 19 at The Assembly of God Church  located on M-66.  Family fun day filled with 
games, prizes, activities, hot dogs, popcorn sno-cones and more……….Time: 1:00 to 4:00. 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you……to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

Here is how you can help and have a FUN evening in Egypt…….. 

Wednesday June 23 is the night CRC visits Egypt and puts workers in place for an exciting evening. A sign –up 

sheet will be available or contact Mary Lou for details: mlsmith@communityreformed.net  

DON’T MISS THIS MISSION………..IT’S NOT IMPOSSIBLE!!!!!! 


